
Scan for more 
information Snowberry 

Report any sightings via; CEDaR Online Recording - https://www2.habitas.org.uk/records/ISI, iRecord 
app or Invasive Species Northern Ireland website - http://invasivespeciesni.co.uk/report-sighting 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
  
  
   

 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Species Description 
Scientific name: Symphoricarpos albus 
Native to: North America 
Habitat: Hedgerows, riverbanks, estates and older or 
abandoned gardens.    
Snowberry is a deciduous shrub that can grow to a height of 2m. 
It was introduced to UK in the 1800s and was widely used as 
dense cover for game birds.  
 
S. albus has whippy, bright brown, shiny branches. Leaves 
usually 1.5 – 5cm long (can grow up to 7cm long), are rounded 
but occasionally lobed and are in an opposite arrangement. From 
spring to the summer, clusters of tiny bright pink, bell-like flowers 
6mm long, appear at the ends of the branches. These are 
followed in late summer by waxy-looking, white berries which are 
up to 1.5cm in diameter. 
 
Snowberry spreads through suckering, in the right conditions the 
root system (rhizome) can grow rapidly and out-compete native 
plants. Once established S. albus can form dense thickets and 
suppress the growth of native plants and prevent access. Berries 
are poisonous to humans.  
 
Due to its ability to grow rapidly, snowberry has been used as 
hedging, and to stabilise riverbanks and prevent erosion, which 
provided a corridor for further spread. As a result snowberry can 

         

Key ID Features 

Out-competes 
native plants  

Small, rounded and 
untoothed leaves 

© Walter Siegmund - CC BY 2.5, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=723331  

Clusters of 
pink flowers 

© H. Zell, CC BY-SA 3.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=11141267  

© Schwarzweisz - CC0, 1.0 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=84288507  

© Algirdas. Public Domain, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=8112466  

© FrancyDB CC BY-SA 4.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=38339291  

4-6 mm 

Up to 
15 mm 

Distinctive white 
berries appear in 

late summer 

Bell-like 
with 5 
petals 
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=723331
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=11141267
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=84288507
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=8112466
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=38339291
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Similar Species 
 

 
 

Snowberry is easily identifiable throughout the year, although it loses its leaves in the 
winter, the distinctive white berries remain or until they are eaten by birds. During the 
winter, thickets have a grey-brown colour and untidy appearance.  

Sustainability at the heart of a living, working, active landscape valued by everyone. 

© Superior National Forest - CC BY 2.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=
29788590  

Identification throughout the year 
 

 
 

Distribution 
 

 
 

This species is widespread across Northern Ireland. 
Records for this species are significantly under-
reported.  

 

 
 

Source: NBN atlas Northern Ireland - available 
 https://northernireland-species.nbnatlas.org/species/NHMSYS0000464104 

Check website for current distribution 

 

 
 Red-osier dogwood 

Invasive non-native 
(Cornus sericea)  

© NaturalHistory - CC BY-SA 4.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=64735103  

Can form clumps 
or dense thickets 

Deciduous, multi-
branched shrub, 
can grow to 6m 

Cluster of 
creamy-white 
flowers (5cm)  

© USDA NRCS Montana - Public Domain, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=68792128  

Larger leaves 
(5-15cm) 

© AnRo0002 - CC0 1.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=65217
546  © AnRo0002 - CC0, 1.0 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=45800791  

Numerous stems, 
usually bright red in 
autumn and winter 

Cluster of 
white berries 
follow flowers 

Due to its small round leaves and distinctive white berries, snowberry is unlikely 
to be easily confused with any other plant commonly found in similar habitats in 
Northern Ireland.  

© Susie Dozzler - CC BY-NC 4.0, 
https://www.inaturalist.org/photos/61610830  

© jasgriffin - CC BY-NC 4.0, https://www.inaturalist.org/photos/61084010  

Coralberry 
Invasive non-native 
(Symphoricarpos orbiculatus)  

Twigs hairy 
when young 

Leaves 1-2 
cm long 

Pink 
berries 
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