










Marine invasive non-native species in Northern Ireland

Harpoon weed (Asparagopsis armata)

• 	 Pinkish-red seaweed up to 30 cm long. 
• 	 Erect, fluffy branches.
• 	 Branches alternate and spiralled.
• 	 Soft texture.
• 	 Some branches with conspicuous barbed harpoon-like 

structures (top right), these are diagnostic.
Habitat: Found on low shore and shallow subtidal, in 
sheltered or moderately exposed areas.
Establishment: First reported from NI in 2012 from Rathlin 
Island as drift.

• 	 A dark red seaweed, can grow to 1 m in length. 
• 	  Lance shaped blade with wavy margin up to 20 cm across.
• 	 Smaller, blades can proliferate from main blade.
• 	 Short stipe (top right).
• 	 Small, disc-like holdfast is diagnostic (top right).
• 	 Smooth, slippery texture.

Habitat: Lives on shells and stones in the shallow subtidal 
but is occasionally found on the low shore rock pools and on 
artificial substrata in marinas and harbours. Can tolerate low 
salinity.
Establishment: First reported in NI in 2017 from 
Carrickfergus Marina.

Devil’s tongue weed (Grateloupia turuturu)
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Marine invasive non-native species in Northern Ireland

• 	 Dark red seaweed up to 60 cm long. 
• 	 Untidy, bushy appearance (top left). 
• 	 Disc-like holdfast.
• 	 One or more main stems, each stem divides irregularly.
• 	 Could be confused with other finely branched red seaweeds. 

Specimens should be spread out against a white background  
and photographed for identification to be confirmed.
Habitat: Found on sand covered rock on the low shore.
Establishment: First reported in NI in 2011 from Strangford 
Lough.

Siphoned Japanese weed (Dasysiphonia japonica)
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Bonnemaison’s hook weed (Bonnemaisonia hamifera)

• 	 Bright to dark red seaweed up to 20 cm long. 
• 	 Red feathery, densely branched fronds.
• 	 Soft delicate texture.
• 	 Hook-like branches (top right) are diagnostic.
• 	 Uses ‘hooks’ to attach to other seaweeds.

Habitat: Found in low shore rock pools and the shallow 
subtidal attached to other seaweeds.
Establishment: First reported from the south coast of Britain 
in 1893.
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