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Supporting the NPWS and NIEA led responses
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Managing the Alert List
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Managing the Alert List
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2024 - Top 10 Alert Species Reported

Ring-necked parakeet [IIIINIEGGEGGNGNNNNNNNNNNNEEE 54
Asian hornet |G /7
American skunk cabbage [N 17
Pond sliders (T.s.) I 15
Commontoad [l 6
Raccoon M 5
Parrott's feather [l 5
Short-tailed field vole W 4
Lagarosiphon W 4

New Zealand pigmyweed W 4
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2025 - Top 10 Alert Species Reported
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Asian hornet rolling update

As of 25th September 2025:

@ 3éverified sightings of Asian hornet

@ 2 Asian hornet nests have been found

@ 2 counties with verified Asian hornet sightings

entries per page
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Multiple
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Single
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Other information

Date nest
removed

Hornet photographed in
July and reported in August.

2 hornets caught in trap by
beskeeper,

05/09/2025 Nest remaoved.
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First Asian hornet nest in Ireland >

Search for a non-native species

Twitter feed is not available at the
moment.
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Dikerogammarus haemobaphes - Demon shrimp




INVASIVE SPECIES ALERT
Demon shrimp

Urosome cones with
spines (tail region)

Up to 3cmlore, but
usually smaller

Invasive species alert for: Dikerogammarus haemobaphes

Common name: Demon shrimp
First detection: 30t September 2025 in the Shannon River below Lough Derg

Pathway of arrival: Unknown, but likely to have hitchhiked on watercraft or angling
equipment

Why the concern:

* The demon shrimp is an omnivorous non-native invertebrate likely to prey on, and
compete with, our native insects and invertebrates; including our native freshwater
shrimp

« Disruption to the food web has potential knock-on effects for freshwater biodiversity
* Likely to drive significant impacts on the ecology of freshwater rivers and lakes
What does it look like:

* Upto3cm long; but usually smaller

* Identification is difficult and usually requires microscopic examination

* Looks similar to other native and non-native freshwater shrimp

Where might | see it:

* Infreshwater and may also occur at the top of estuaries

* Associated with quagga mussels and stones in shallows and perhaps in deeper
water

* Has also been found among aquatic plants.

What can | do:

« lItis critical that all water users practice Check Clean Dry to prevent the
spread of this species and help protect our waterways.

For guidance on how to prevent the spread of demon shrimp:

For further information or to report sightings

please email:

invasives@biodiversityireland.ie or visit

. . . >
www.invasives.ie i
National OU
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Shared Island Risk Analysis Framework
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Non-native Species
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Congratulations to the LIFE Raft partners!

EE o For you A tome =MNews Sport 4% Weather I3 iPlayer i

N.Ireland | N Ireland Politics

Rare bird breeds on island for first
time in decades

Manx Shearwater
Sighted Breeding on

Rathlin Island

Manx Shearwaters have been confirmed breeding on

Rathlin Island, with at least several pairs successfully

raising a chick this year.
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Supporting ambition

HOMEPAGE / LIFESTYLE / OUTDOORS

Donal Hickey: Mink eradication
pilot programme underway in
the Midlands

American mink were first recorded in the wild, in Ireland, more
than 60 years ago, and have spread countrywide since then. The
current population is descended from animals which either
escaped, or were released, from mink farms

The mink eradication programme is Ireland’s first large-scale attempt to remove the invasive American Mink

(Neovison vison) from a designated area. Led collaboratively by the Breeding Waders EIP and the National

Association of Regional Game Councils, and supported by the National Parks and Wildlife Service, the

pr aims to ground-nesting birds and native wildlife by tackling one of their
ll most significant predators.

Listed as IAS of Union concern (deferred 7 ™ August 2027)

DONAL HICKEY

f)(®)(X)(1
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Invasive Species Walk at
Glengarriff Woods Nature Reserve

[
am MX @ 11:00am - 12:30pm, Sunday 18" May
for a conversation with
Phoebe O’Brien about
invasive species and
her collaboration with
Ardmore Tidy Towns.

@ Glengarriff Nature Reserve, Co Cork, P75 H638

Learn about invasive species onalkm

woodland walk with the National Parks and

Wildlife Service and the National
Biodiversity Data Centre.

Talks start at 12 noon
followed by recording &
fieldtrip to habitats.

ot I : PnE Balsam
Ardmore, Waterford E = Get Involved ! & Bashing for
12th — 18th May 2025 i/ Community

Invasive Species Week

Argmgre gl W dnomnon Rals awareness ot Invasives in Ireland
6 &' s
Network|
beag ¥
Join us online to
Presonts: learn about
Invasive Species managing invasive
Worksh‘op_ v Himalayan Balsam
14™ May 2025 @ 7PM
Join ecologist John O'Sullivan for a free, hands-on
workshop to learn how to identify, monitor, and manage
Invasive species in our local area. P ° Register via link in POSt 0

10th May, 202! ~
@ 10th May, 2025 Invasive Species Week
© 11:00am X

© Meet: Bandon Town Hall

p

ational g{? @ Comhairle Contae Chill Dara

odiversity Kildare County Council

ita Centre =z Lol L B oo
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Invasive Species Week (/ | NPWS &gt

Raising awareness of Invasives in [reland ... s ( 8 i catteach

|ll(\|-ﬁr‘_— I"I&Gaillin‘lhe
LU\..I Lo o Galway City Council
‘1-; Progromme
. . . hairl hill
Over 20 events helping people identify and understand % %‘:ﬁ&:‘;&i‘:yg:ﬁ;“ para
the |_mpact pf invasive species _ Waterways \ Ireland ==
Social media campaign - highlighting simple, everyday Uiscebhealaf fieann - Wateriveys Atamn o
- - . omhairle Cathrac
actions can everyone can take to tackle invasive & Contae Phort Liirge
species )
Meeting of the Marine and Coastal Non-indigenous Al
and Invasive Species Steering Committee e
Launch of an environmental DNA project to detect hhHTMORE TS \\\p
invasive species with Zinto Labs % 5 ACRES e
Celebration of communities and organisations actively ZINTO Labs Ctegr oot
working to combat invasive species -
Thanks to all who supported Invasive Species Week _ b o 8, Kildare
Irish Bee Foundation Wildlife
PROTECTING - PRESERVING - PROMOTING Rescue

CENTRE of EXCELLENCE
for CLIMATE ACTION &
CECS SUSTAINABILITY saelic woodland project

* PEOPLE-POWERED REFORESTATION *
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INVASIVE SPECIES

Spotlight

Have you seen this species?
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Spotlight

Have you seen this species?

(7 |NPWS (7 INPWS

Have you seen this species?

- : ;
Muntjac deer ‘ Racoon - F Yellow-bellied slider
IMisi e roevesi) N (Procyon lotor) - . ~ . (Trachemys scripta scripta)
’ ar =
- socs e ey _ &
Hooked point of antler - , Curved spine giving 2 & iy ~ Yellow markings near eye ..., §
Reddish roundish appearance o 9 s 1y } Ny Dark brown with vertical \‘
(summer)/grey- % ; e A e Ve ? bandsonside e
ack eye mask " e = gl 4 RO e
brown (winter) coat \ . Yellow stripes on >
T J - = N front of legs =
Bushy tail with o - %N ;
Short tusks L N A0 O, = v
black rings : . = J“) < Yellow underside

Established -
Localised

SPECIES
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Have you seen this species?

Chinese Mitten Crab
(Eriocheir sinensis)

Body measures 5-7cm across

Upper-side of body is
brown/green

Present in the wild -
Rare/Localised

Present i

SPECIES

ki
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(7 NPWS:

Rose-ringed parakeet
aka Ring-necked parakeet
(Psittacula krameri)

Red beak ...,

Rose tinged ring
around neck

e R &

Edges of legs are hairy =g -

Localised

If you do, submit sighting to:

Long tail

Present in the open
environment -
Rare/Localised Photo: Victor Hengg

SPECIES

If you do, submit sighting to:
19 Siile)

Spo_tlight

Have you seen this species?

n the wild /S8
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Comprehensive review of composting

Facility

type

‘BaA uaaln

‘BaA Apoopp

national
botanic
gardens

Based on advice issued by RHS and GBNSS, however no empirical evidence

/ X
Home is reported.
. . . v v ~ btf (Seeds &
Allium triquetrum On-site Bulbs) While home compost systems are not reliable enough to ensure thermal
inactivation of A. triquetrum propagules it is unlikely that they will survive
Industrial v v v N/A v industrial processes.
Evidence for in-situ decomposition is from hot climates, may not reliably
compost in cool systems.
Precautionary principal is applied. Only compost in well-managed, contained,
systems that achieve high temperatures. Cold home composting systems are
not suitable.
Carpobr_otus Homg / On- 7 X+ X+ N/A N/A . ' . . .
edulis site *Only suitable pre-flowering. Watch out for green fruits which can easily be

hidden in green vegetation.

Conclusions derived from practical management experience. Requires
empirical testing.
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Shared Island alternative plant guide

= TheJournal rishNews FactCheck Voices Investigates Gaeilge

Hottentot fig, which can be found on some Irish cliffs - including at
Howth Co Dublin, can smother native habitats. IMAGE: Shutterstock

BIODIVERSITY CRISIS

Buyers beware
High-risk invasive plants still found in
garden centres and trade fairs

Lurking among colourful flowers are species which can cause havoc in our wider
environment, writes horticulturist Noeleen Smyth.
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Review of CSR and Biodiversity Duties

’
T% Business for
Biodi it
W;/ |I’Ie(|)OﬂI\d/erS| y _— "x\

@ \xrmxll wre, Environment
.md Huml Affairs

CSR Biodiversity Duty
. Reporting Guidance for
Framework in NI Pu{;,ic Bf,’dies
S THE BIODIVERSITY DUTY
2025
* * * GUIDANCE FOR PUBLIC BODIES
MAY 2016

* *
,CSRD’,

* Reporting Directive *

* o %

“Duty to conserve blodiversily - It is mmdmymewyn
exercising any lunctions, to further the conservation of biodiversity so
fav a5 is consistert with the proper exercise of those functions. ™

(Section 1.1 of the Wikt and Natural Environment Act (M) 2011)
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Working towards improving campaigns and behavioural change
e

A

leading behaviour change

The release of an exotic

i s pet into the wild could
rotecting wi iTe = -I I-

A ife.
and the environment damage our native wildlife
from invasive plantS: Some exotic pet species are classified as

S = Species of Union Concern.
a QUIde fol' gafdeners It is illegal tolown, sell or exchange these
species in Ireland, because of the great risk

they may pose to our native species.

T
Find out more at
invasives.ie/biosecurity/be-plant-wise
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Academic literature review | Doka Contre

The impact of campaigns is understudied so
overall effectiveness is poorly understood. Most
evaluations are poorly planned or non-existent.

There is evidence to show that campaigns
change attitudes and intentions but not
necessarily behaviours .

Campaigns need to understand the
characteristics of their target audiences,
including barriers to change.

Adopting a Behavioural Change Theory can
provide useful insight when developing
campaigns.
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Lessons from Check Clean Dry NZ Dotz Centre

¢ Research your audience and segment on
attitudes, not just activity.

¢ Develop a business case - what is the
cost of doing nothing?

¢ Having robust evaluation data helps ride
out changes in political priorities.

® Don’t get too hung up on i
but view biosecurity as an overall system
rather than a collection of individual asks.

¢ Make a long-term commitment to the
campaign, which is flexible enough to adapt
to new challenges.
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Lessons for our Shared Island Dnka Centre

¢ Campaigns are raising awareness but with a
small proportion of the overall population and it
is not clear that this is resulting in improved
behaviours .

¢ Future development of the campaigns require
continuing the strong partnerships with
interested and trusted partners across the
island of Ireland:

“A key aspect of the campaign has been working »
with organisationst r ust ed by freshwat e.

¢ The campaigns need greater understanding
of the barriers and motivators of the target
audience to change.

® The campaigns need robust evaluation
frameworks.
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Documenting ireland’s Wildlite

Check Clean Dry

® The campaign materials are well produced
but some comments on making them more
imaginative

® However, how well are these materials being
received by our target audience? Is the
segmentation correct?

® Some stakeholders view the complexity of the
CCD message as being the major barrier to
adoption..

® .while others believe that the
most of the target audience are unaware of the

message.

® If the CCD message were to be simplified, there
is disagreement over which part to focus on.

® Greater monitoring and evaluation of the
campaign is an urgent requirement.
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Be Plant Wise

* Most Irish participants have little
knowledge of this campaign but

KN Uw STO P recognise its relevance.

LA THESPREAD

GB participants mention that
engagement with garden centres has
proved challenging and stakeholders
had little involvement in its development.

* Longer term, there is potential for a

COMPOST BPW accreditation scheme with
WITH CARE retails but many challenge exist.

* The need to update some of the
materials was noted.




Be Pet Wise

myo Be Pet
LiSP \NiisE

Being informed. Protecting wildlife
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Campaign viewed as only partially
promoted.

One stakeholder believes the messages are
not strong enough and key dangers missed
out.

Greater industry involvement key to the
future of this campaign.
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Challenges

i. Future budgets are modest so funding must be used
efficiently.

ii. Year-to-year public budgeting prevents long-term
planning; sustained multi-year effort is needed for
measurable change.

iii. Target actions (especially CCD) are seen as time-
consuming or difficult and must be performed consistently
to be effective.

iv. Robust evaluation and an economic-cost case is needed
to secure long-term funding.

Strategic recommendation
® Develop a five-year Strategic Behaviour Change Strategy.

¢ Three different levels proposed; Gold, Silver and Bronze.
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