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What is an “exotic” pet?

“Any animal that is not native to the country where it is kept in captivity can be called an
exotic (non-domestic) animal.” rspca.org.uk

Lockwood, J.L. et al. (2019) When pets become pests: the role of the exotic pet trade in producing invasive vertebrate animals, Frontiers in ecology and the environment., 17(6), pp. 323- 330.
Grant, Rachel A, V. Tamara Montrose, and Alison P. Wills. 2017. "ExNOTic: Should We Be Keeping Exotic Pets?" Animals 7, no. 6: 47. https://doi.org/10.3390/ani7060047
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Irish Regulations

 Joined the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) in 2002.
» Wildlife Act, 1976 (several amendments) and Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013

e Currently all bird species, 23 other animal species or groups of species and 157 species
of flora are afforded protected status under the Act. Hunting and falconry are controlled

under the Act.
* Currently, there is no regulation on exotic animal ownership BUT:
* EU Regulation (1143/2014) — Species of Union Concern.

e Dangerous Wild Animal Order 2004 in Northern Ireland.



Volume and diversity

USA ': Fish (76M), Ferret (500K), Rabbits (2,2M), Reptiles (6M), Pet Poultry (15M), Other
Mammals (3,5M).

(1) Special Report (2024). https://www.veterinarians.org/exotic-pets-statistics/
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UK": +/- 1.8 million reptiles, amphibians and invertebrates, and 1.3 million indoor birds,
are thought to be kept as pets in UK households. Accurate data for many species do not

exist.

Ireland’: “Lots!”

(1) Special Report (2024). https://www.veterinarians.org/exotic-pets-statistics/

(2) https://www.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494939/7712578/
(3) Goins, M., Hanlon, A.J. Exotic pets in Ireland: 1. Prevalence of ownership and access to veterinary services. Ir Vet J 74, 14 (2021). https://doi.org/10.1186/s13620-021-00190-6
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I “Whoopsies”

Anti-venom to be imported from UK for man
bitten by snake

Chicken-killing suspect raccoon captured and
destroyed

Pond slider
Trachemys scripta
Beautiful but deadly alpine newt discovered
in three Irish counties
They’re the squawk of the town, but colourful Siberian chipmunk
feral parakeets are making a pest of e

themselves
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Rationale

Ireland currently lacks specific national legislations governing the ownership of exotic or
dangerous wild animals.

No data is available on the types, number, trade, breeding, or welfare of exotic animals
in Ireland.

This represents a potential risk to the environment (e.g., potential for invasiveness), to
the public (e.g., dangerous animals, zoonosis), and to the health of the animals

themselves (e.g., veterinary care and welfare).
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owners’ confidence and practices.



“.9 Axis 1: Determine ownership patterns, demographics, and motivations. Assess
& owners’ confidence and practices.

Axis 2: Assess veterinarians’ confidence and experience regarding exotic animals. ' l-z.
Determine number and species of exotic animals. Identify common ailments and é-

L.
treatments. LY



“.9 Axis 1: Determine ownership patterns, demographics, and motivations. Assess
& owners’ confidence and practices.

Axis 2: Assess veterinarians’ confidence and experience regarding exotic animals. ' l-z.
Determine number and species of exotic animals. Identify common ailments and é-

.
treatments. LY

°< Axis 3: Determine the volume and diversity of exotic animals kept in Ireland.
Map formal and informal trade routes. Analyse import/export practices, and the
role of pet shops / online trading platforms.

=455



“.9 Axis 1: Determine ownership patterns, demographics, and motivations. Assess
& owners’ confidence and practices.

Axis 2: Assess veterinarians’ confidence and experience regarding exotic animals. ' I:G'
Determine number and species of exotic animals. Identify common ailments and é-

treatments. LY

°< Axis 3: Determine the volume and diversity of exotic animals kept in Ireland.
@. S

Map formal and informal trade routes. Analyse import/export practices, and the
role of pet shops / online trading platforms.

§
7

=455

Axis 4: Review sanctuary and animal shelter entries for surrendered exotic

animals. Assess the risk of zoonosis and bio invasion by exotic animal species é
present/imported in Ireland.



Interested in the project? Support us!

Se

Come and say hello! Your ideas and suggestions may improve our project.

’. Inform your network and share your reports / data with us. We rely on
willingness of the public to engage with the project.

This is a self-funded project. Let us know if you have funds available for
g targeted studies / reports. We may be able to include them in our
\ investigation.
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