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What is an “exotic” pet?

“Any animal that is not native to the country where it is kept in captivity can be called an 
exotic (non-domestic) animal.” rspca.org.uk

Lockwood, J.L. et al. (2019) When pets become pests: the role of the exotic pet trade in producing invasive vertebrate animals, Frontiers in ecology and the environment., 17(6), pp. 323- 330.
Grant, Rachel A., V. Tamara Montrose, and Alison P. Wills. 2017. "ExNOTic: Should We Be Keeping Exotic Pets?" Animals 7, no. 6: 47. https://doi.org/10.3390/ani7060047
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exotic (non-domestic) animal.” rspca.org.uk

“…pets without a long history of domestication, unlike dogs, cats, or horses.” Lockwood et 
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Irish Regulations

• Joined the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) in 2002. 

• Wildlife Act, 1976 (several amendments) and Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013

• Currently all bird species, 23 other animal species or groups of species and 157 species 

of flora are afforded protected status under the Act. Hunting and falconry are controlled 

under the Act.

•  Currently, there is no regulation on exotic animal ownership BUT:

• EU Regulation (1143/2014) – Species of Union Concern.

• Dangerous Wild Animal Order 2004 in Northern Ireland.



Volume and diversity

USA 
1
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: +/- 1.8 million reptiles, amphibians and invertebrates, and 1.3 million indoor birds, 
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Ireland
 3
: “Lots!”
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“Whoopsies”



Project outline
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Rationale

Ireland currently lacks specific national legislations governing the ownership of exotic or 
dangerous wild animals. 

No data is available on the types, number, trade, breeding, or welfare of exotic animals 
in Ireland. 

This represents a potential risk to the environment (e.g., potential for invasiveness), to 
the public (e.g., dangerous animals, zoonosis), and to the health of the animals 
themselves (e.g., veterinary care and welfare). 
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Interested in the project? Support us!

Come and say hello! Your ideas and suggestions may improve our project.

Inform your network and share your reports / data with us. We rely on 
willingness of the public to engage with the project. 

This is a self-funded project. Let us know if you have funds available for 
targeted studies / reports. We may be able to include them in our 
investigation.  



Exotic Animal Ownership in Ireland 

Dr Michel Dugon
michel.dugon@universityofgalway.ie

Romavida Byrne
r.byrne30@universityofgalway.ie


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21

